
THE CYRILIC (BULGARIA) ALPHABET 

The Holy brothers – St. St. Cyril and 
Methodius

We honor their feast on 24 May –

the "Bulgarian Education and Culture, 
and Slavonic Script Day" 



History lesson
Cyril (born Constantine, 826–869) and Methodius 
(815–885) were two brothers and Byzantine Christian 
theologians and missionaries. They created the 
Glagolitic alphabet in 855, the first alphabet used to 
transcribe Old Church Slavonic. They translated the 
holy books. For their work evangelizing the Slavs, they 
are known as the "Apostles to the Slavs".
After their deaths, their pupils continued their work 
and made the Cyrilic alphabet based on the Glagolitic. 
Both brothers are worshiped in the Orthodox Church 
as saints with the title of "equal-to-apostles". 
In 1880, Pope Leo XIII introduced their feast into the 
calendar of the Roman Catholic Church. 
In 1980, Pope John Paul II declared them co-patron 
saints of Europe, together with Benedict of Nursia.



The Cyrilic aphabet;  The Glagolitic Alphabet



The countries in green use the Cyrilic
alphabet







Try to read the following words in Bulgarian using 
the alphabet with the English equivalent sounds:

• Мама – mum щъркел - stork

• Тати –dad ютия – an iron

• Баба – granny ягода - strawberry

• Дядо – grandpa цвете - flower

• Бебе – baby хляб - bread

• Врата – door слънце - sun

• Стол – chair ножица - scissors

• Чин – desk благодаря - thanks



Try to write your name in Bulgarian

• For example:

• Katia ……………………… Катя

• Francesco ……………… Франческо

• Carla………………………. Карла

• …………………  …………………………………….

• ………………… ………………………………………

• ………………… ………………………………………


